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St. Paul’s Holiday Newsletter 
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Dear Friends, 

The celebration of our Saviour’s birth is cause for great 
rejoicing. The mystery of the Incarnation proclaims that God 
chooses to dwell among us, to bring light where there is 
darkness and hope where there is despair. Born at Bethlehem, 
this holy child breathes new life into a waiting world. Given 
the devastating and ongoing effects of Covid 19, I would like 
to reflect with you on what we have lost and what we hopefully 
have gained in terms of welcoming Christ anew into our lives. 

Over the past nine months we have lost so many opportunities 
to gather face to face. Although technology helps to bridge the 

communication gap there is no substitute for being physically present. For many months we 
were unable to gather for worship and even when we did return we were still missing 
treasured members of our parish family. For those who are unable or feel it prudent to remain 
at home, please know that we continue to lift you up in prayer and miss the gift of your 
presence among us.  While we feel more acutely than ever  the effects of being separated 
from one another I expect that we have also gained an appreciation of what it means to come 
together as the body of Christ to pray with and for one another. 

During this time of pandemic we have lost the ability of being patient and waiting in joyful 
hope. It is such a challenge to maintain a positive attitude when so many around us are 
suffering. Amid this second wave of the virus, we find ourselves wondering when our lives 
will return to normal, when we can resume contact with loved ones without fear or anxiety. I 
imagine that we have also learned to treasure those relationships that are life giving and not 
take them for granted which we can be tempted to do from time to time. 

Throughout these most challenging of times we have lost a sense of confidence and security. 
Perhaps more than ever before we realize how vulnerable we are and this can leave us 
feeling threatened and insecure. It is my conviction that the Christmas season could not come 
at a better time with the reminder that God became vulnerable for us so that we could 
identity with him and renew our trust in his abiding presence. As we prepare to celebrate the 
gift of God among us please know that I appreciate your continued prayers for all the 
members of our parish family.  

Blessings, 

Father Kevin Cull 
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I would like to thank all of you faithful, generous and 
wonderful members of St. Paul's Parish Family.  From the 
beginning of the pandemic to the present day you have 
continued to support St. Paul’s.   Whether you have chosen to 
worship on-line at home or have visited the building,  we have 
been blessed by your generous support.   These are still times 
of uncertainty & concern and our usual fundraising events 
have all been prohibited.  Yet, in this fragile financial situation, 
you have shown such faithfulness in your financial support.    

Due to your faithfulness and the help we have received from 
the Federal Wage Subsidy and the Diocese forgiving 6 months 
of DM&M and the interest on our debt, we are in a good 
financial situation as the year ends.  In these changing times 
we don’t know what 2021 will look like. 

To make giving easier when you can’t attend church you could 
sign up for Pre-Authorized Payment (PAP).   Your offering is 
taken from your account, when you want and the amount you 
want.   If you are interested please contact Sue in the office and 
she will assist you. 

Just a friendly reminder that if you want your offerings 
included in your tax receipt for this year (2020) they must be 
received at the church by December 31. 

We truly appreciate all that you have done and continue to do 
to keep us vibrant and focused on keeping Christ at the center 
of our life.   God bless you all! 

Thank you so much. 

Nicky—People’s Warden 

Wintery St. Paul’s 

RETURNING TO 
CHURCH  

DURING COVID-19 

When attending church 
you MUST: 

 

 Wear your mask at 
ALL times. 

 Stay 6 feet apart at 
ALL times. 

 Clean your hands 
when you enter and 
leave the church 

 DO NOT come to 
church if you don’t 
feel well. 

Mission and Outreach 

We had our funding-raising events planned then along came the 
pandemic (Bah Humbug!) and nothing could be implemented. 

We had to cancel the Joel Lhor Bursary for Dunnville Christian 
School. Unfortunately, we also couldn’t keep our commitments 
to PWRDF, Christian World Vision and Plan International.  We 
urgently need your support for our two Foster Children.  The to-
tal support we give each month for the two children is $80 and 
since March we have had no donations given towards them.  Any 
financial support you can give towards this cause would be great-
ly appreciated.  Please mark your envelope “Foster Children”. 

Not all was doom and gloom. We were able to gather food for the 
food bank which they desperately needed. 

Next spring, we pray that we can meet and have our fund-raisers.   
Thank you for your support.  Merry Christmas! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynda Bain—Mission Outreach Team 
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Property 2020  
Despite covid and lock downs, our church properties 
still require upkeep.  

The hedges still needed 
trimming, the grass kept 
growing and leaves continued 
to fall along with mulching & 
raking.  The light bulbs in the 
church sign and a sump pump 
had to be replaced. Amid all the 
gloom, the cherry tree 
blossoms were beautiful.  

In an effort to reduce our 
operating costs, the insurance 
coverage for the church buildings and rectory has 
been reduced from full replacement to functional 
replacement value effective September 2020. Our 
premium for the year has been reduced from $18,383 
to $6,669.  

A windstorm last year damaged 
the cover glass over the round 
Crucifixion window on the west 
end of the church and brought 
down a knee brace on the 
decorative wood trim.  We 
decided to replace all nine 
sheets of the cover glass with 
laminate safety glass for better 
protection and longevity. Then 
we had to wait for the ground to 
dry up so a lift could be brought 
in and also work around covid 

restricted schedules. Work was completed in 
September.  

Thanks is extended to the parishioners for the 
generous donations of 
$3,750 towards the $6,300 
cost of repair.  The decorative 
wood trim still needs to be 
addressed. It appears the 
wood is beyond repair and 
will have to be removed. The 
soffit and fascia will then 
have to be repaired to keep 
out unwanted guests.  A 
squirrel dropped into the church in April!  

How Did We Do In 2020? 

……And How Can We Manage 

in 2021? 

So we got through this very difficult year surprisingly well 

financially!  All thanks to the continued support of our parish 

family, we are able to end on a positive note. 

With the Diocese forgiving 6 months of our DMM payments, 

we managed to pay the remaining balance of $15,161.80.  

Also, with the government Wage Subsidy we were also able 

to maintain our salaries. We received $17,860.17. (I am truly 

grateful to still have a job.) 

With Larry’s hard work, he was able to get our building  

insurance reduced, which saved us $11,713.53.  That’s a 

BIGGY!  Thanks Larry. 

Renting the rectory out was one of the best decisions we 

have made.  The rental revenue pays for $7,878 housing 

allowance for the Rector, $1,560 pays for rectory insurance 

and $1,800 pays for the hot water tank rental and property 

tax.  The tenant pays all their own utilities.  Therefore at year 

end we have accumulated $7,460.65 which is transferred to 

our building fund account to be used for any un-expected 

repairs. 

That is all the good news……….now the not so good! 

The first noticeable thing is parish attendance.  Totally 

understandable during this trying time.  We do want the 

health and safety of our parishioners to be our #1 priority.  

But on that note, our expenses go on and on.  Regular 

utilities (although a bit lower), building up-keep, DMM, 

salaries, insurance all still have to be paid.  In 2019 offerings 

were  $77,962.  In 2020 offerings were  $55,868 (to date). 

Many of you who do not attend are still contributing on a 

regular basis, faithfully sending a cheque in the mail. We are 

grateful for that.   

Some are using PAP (pre-authorized payment), I cannot 

stress enough how easy this process is.  It saves on 

envelopes, stamps and writing out a cheque each month and 

dropping in mail.  It can be any amount on any day of the 

month you wish, you never have to remember to send your 

donation.  Forms are in the office to sign up for this, just give 

me a call.  100% PAP goes to our church. 

The second noticeable thing is hall rentals.  In 2019 we 

brought in $6,363.  In 2020—$1,690. 

The third noticeable thing is special events & 

fundraisers.  In 2019 we raised $7,271.  In 2020—$1,269.  

And it’s not just about the money we raise, it’s the social 

aspect that is truly missed!! 

All in all we have received $32,768 less compared to 2019 in 

these 3 areas. 

How to manage in 2021??   

We set a goal!!!  A goal to combat this virus and get back to 

normal.  A goal to give more, share more, be happier, cherish 

the small things and give thanks for the big things.   

A goal to keep our parish going so that it is here for when  

you need it and for when we can have coffee together 

again!! 

Your treasurer, 
Sue 

 In 2020 only $40 was 
given by parishioners 
to PWRDF.  They 
need our help.
……..Please continue 
to support the good 
work they do. 



 4 

 T'was a month before Christmas 

And all through the town, 

People wore masks, That covered their frown. 

The frown had begun 

Way back in the Spring, 

When a global pandemic 

Changed everything. 

They called it corona, But unlike the beer, 

It didn’t bring good times, It didn’t bring cheer. 

Contagious and deadly, This virus spread fast, 

Like a wildfire that starts 

When fueled by gas. 

Airplanes were grounded, Travel was banned. 

Borders were closed 

Across air, sea and land. 

As the world entered lockdown 

To flatten the curve, 

The economy halted, And folks lost their nerve. 

From March to July 

We rode the first wave, 

People stayed home, They tried to behave. 

When summer emerged 

The lockdown was lifted. 

But away from caution, Many folks drifted. 

Now it’s November 

And cases are spiking, 

Wave two has arrived, Much to our disliking. 

Frontline workers, Doctors and nurses, 

Try to save people, From riding in hearses. 

This virus is awful, This COVID-19. 

There isn’t a cure. There is no vaccine. 

It’s true that this year, Has had sadness a plenty, 

We’ll never forget—The year 2020. 

And just ‘round the corner—The holiday season, 

But why be merry? 

Is there even one reason? To decorate the house 

And put up the tree, 

When no one will see it, No-one but me. 

But outside my window The snow gently falls, 

And I think to myself, Let’s deck the halls! 

So, I gather the ribbon, The garland and bows, 

As I play those old carols, My happiness grows. 

Christmas ain’t cancelled 

And neither is hope. If we lean on each other, 

I know we can cope.?? 

By Shawna Hickling  

of Calgary Alberta 

Pancake Supper 2020 

Linda Drebert receiving 

the Order of Niagara 

Cleaning Day!! 

St. Paul’s Church 
233 Lock St. W. 

Dunnville, On  N1A 1V3 
Email:  stpauls@rogers.com  

Website:  stpaulsdunnville.com 
Phone:  905-774-6005 

 
Office Hours:  Tues/Thurs 

9am—12pm  


